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2The Elizabethtown Area School District holds the strong belief that 
in order for our students to graduate LIFE READY, we need to offer 
a well-rounded, comprehensive education that begins in 
kindergarten and runs all the way through graduation. Our 
educational program is rich with promising practices; a rigorous, 
synchronized curriculum; supportive technology; social emotional 
well-being opportunities; and personalized learning experiences.
 
Our goal is to excite students about their learning. We strive to 
foster an environment at both the elementary and secondary levels 
where students are engaged, take ownership of their academic 
program, and challenge themselves to be the best students and 
classmates they can be. In doing so, a strong foundation is being 
built to support success upon graduation from Elizabethtown Area 
High School.



3



4



Guiding Principles (created June 2016)

● The program will infuse technology to enhance 21st century learning.
● Our schools will be a connection point with the community and connect curriculum to 

life outside of the school.
● Curriculum will be integrated and support project based learning, encouraging creativity 

and critical thinking incorporating the arts.
● Encourage collaboration (student to student, student to faculty, faculty to faculty) and 

promote cross curricular learning.
● Spaces and furnishings will be flexible and adaptable.
● The environment will be comfortable, safe, and secure.
● The school will meet the needs of the whole child, socially, academically, emotionally, and 

physically.
● The school will support vertical (trans grade level) learning.
● The school will support academic risk and embrace learning through building resiliency.
● Thoughtful selection of systems and materials to support activities.
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Bainbridge Mission Statement
Bainbridge Elementary School is a 

safe and nurturing learning 
community where we value and 
empower each other to be our 

best selves 
in an ever changing world.
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What we were already doing: 7

● Grouping and regrouping students
● Working in a variety of settings (whole 

group, small group, independent)
● Utilizing a variety of adult support 

(classroom teacher, special area 
enrichment/remediation, paras, volunteers)

● Incorporating technology
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Class size

State Standards

The Past

How lessons are taught

How assessments are used

Student groupings

Required Assessments

Teaching 21st century/life skills
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Homeroom

10

Student arrival until 9:00



Grade Level Time 11

- Both grades have 3 adults working with 
them (19:1)

- 45 minutes of instruction
- During this time science, writing, grade 

level specific content is taught



2nd Grade Level Time (Science, Writing, Etc)12



3rd Grade Level Time (Science, Writing, Etc)13



Math Time 14

- 60 minutes of instruction
- 7 adults working with the students
- Pretested at the beginning of every unit
- Students grouped based on pre-test 

results
- 2 grade level classes at each grade
- 1 enrichment class that is fluid and has 

both 2nd and 3rd graders
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Math 16



Math 17



Math 18



Read Aloud
Recess and Lunch
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Humanities Time 20

- 100 minutes of instruction
- Start with grade level time and then 

moved to the guided reading groups
- Up to 8 adults working with the grade level 

(9 on days with gifted teacher)
- Students grouped for guided reading by 

their own reading levels 
- Station Rotation, Blended Learning, Daily 5 

are all ways that this time can be 
structured



Humanities (Social Studies, Reading) 21



Humanities (Social Studies, Reading) 22



Humanities (Social Studies, Reading) 23



Humanities (Social Studies, Reading) 24



Recess
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* 2nd and 3rd grade goes to recess together



Homeroom (3 Days) or Grade Level (2 Days)26
- 30 minutes of instructional time
- 3 days a week it is Homeroom Time
- 2 days a week it is Grade Level Time
- Homeroom Time is often used for Leader in 

Me.



Student Schedule 27

2nd Grader 3rd Grader 2nd Grader 3rd Grader

Homeroom Peiffer Peiffer Melvin Stough

Grade Level Peiffer Auker Melvin Stough

Math Kuhn Melvin Melvin Melvin

Read Aloud Peiffer Peiffer Melvin Stough

Grade Level Kuhn Auker Melvin Auker

Reading Groups Kuhn Auker Stough Auker

Homeroom Peiffer Peiffer Melvin Stough



Things we are keeping in mind: 28

- Building relationships takes time to do especially 
when more than one teacher or one group of 
children are involved.

- Trying to balance meeting the academic needs and 
the social needs of the students.

- Even when things are planned to be consistent they 
still may be done differently. 



Things to continue to work on: 29

- Number of transitions and 
teachers each child has

- Working as a team
- Consistency



What are the kids saying? 30

- I like that I can make new friends in both 
grades 

- I think it is going pretty good.  I like that I 
can change teachers and I like that I get 
different levels.  I like if you are doing good 
you can move and if you aren’t you can 
move somewhere else.
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- Continued implementation of our Life Ready Learner model 

- Ongoing monitoring and feedback (“trying and tweaking”)

- Professional Resources (books, websites, networks)

- School visits and networking

- Working with IU Coach

- K-6 principals attending Personalized Learning Academy (IU 13)

- K-3 prinicpals attending PLearn Conference this month 

including visiting two elementary schools

.

How are we continuing our learning:



Questions
32


